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LORD'S SPEECH 
Without Doozs, , 


To the Lords upon the preſent CONDITION of 2 


the GOVERNMENT: 


} P Ray give me leave to caſt in my Are at this time, 


My Lords 


upon this great debate z and though ir be with 

an entire diſſent to ſome leading Lords, to 

whom 1 bear great reverence, it is according to my Con- 
ſcience, and that is the Rule of every honelt mans aQti- 
tis. My Lords, I cannot forbear thinking that a grea- 
ter teproach can hardly eome upon any People, than 
is like to fall upon us Protefants, for this unpreſidented 
vſage of our poor King : We feared the ſecurity of 
ur Religiori becauſe of Him, and are now like to v19- 
Late % great part of it by forfeiting our Loyalty towards 
' Him 3 Religion is the pretence, but ſome fear, a New 
Maſter is the thing: This Itake to have been the bu- 
finefs of today ; for notwithſtanding we ſee how feeble 
4 thing Popery is in England, that it is beaten without 
blows,and routed ſo efteually, that it can never kope, 
not we juſtly fear, it ſhould return upon vs, and con- 
Fequently our Religion pretty ſecure, yet | don't ſee 
that this ſatisfies ns, unleſs the King goes alſo : He muſt 
be twried away, and the Crown change its Head ;, for if 
theCrown be not theQ«arrtl.more then Property,and bis 
Aajefty*s Perſon,then his Rebgion; Why did not the Prince 
Rop, when he heard a Free Parliament was calling by 


'- the Kingi Writs, (where all matters, eſpecially that of 
| the Prixce of Wales might have been conſidered) or at 


leaſt, where his Majeſties Commiſſioners of Peace met 

- kita ? who adviſed hin to advance and give his Maje- 
ſy that apprehenſion of his own inſecurity ; and if any 
\ thing butt a Crown would have ſerved him, Why was a 
Noble Peer of this Houſe clapt up at Winſor, when his 

' Flajeſty- ſent himi bn! purpoſe to invite the Prince to 
$t Famer? a Meſſage that affetted all good mens Hearts 
wore then any thing, but his Majefty*s return, #: lookt 
Natiiral arid Peaceable. But it ſeems, as if it had been 
therefore affronted, for the invitation could not have 
-been received without the Kings remaining King ; and 

. who wasthere that did not lately ſay, it ſhould be fo ? 
: 3nd who is there now that does not ſee it is not ſo ? we 
\-Ein,, my Lords, no longer doubt of this, if we will re- 
'metaber that rhe ſame night the Prince ſhould have an- 
"Iwered his Majeſties kind Meſſage, The Kings Guards 
\ were changed, and at midnight, the Princes Guards were 
clapt upon his Majeſties perſon, and which is yet more cx- 

1 travagant to accompliſh the baſinefs,Three noble Lords,in 
+ view, were ſent to let him know, It w4s not for his ſafety, 
1 or the Princes honeur, that he ſhould ſtay it his own Palace . 
' A ſtrange way,my Lords, of treating ones own King in 
| his own Houſe; 4 cannot comprehend how it was for 
| the Prince's honour the King ſhould go dgainft his will, 
« or how-it was againſt his honour that his Majefty ſhould 


flips to think who could render the Xines ft &- 
Winte-hall, after the Dutch Guards ow bolted away 
My Lords, this I confeſs is the great Jniquity that ſticks 
with me, and deſerves our ſevereſt \ rutiny and refle&i« 
on ; that after driving ou King away . we ſhould offer 
to addreſs our ſelves toany body to take the Governs 
ment, as if he had formally diſſerted it : It becomes us 
rather to ask, where the King is ? how he came to 90? and 
who ſent him away? | take the honour of the Feerage of 
Englanato be deeply ingaged, both at home and abroad, 
th ſearch out this matter, and eſpecially thoſe, who are 
now preſent,moſt of whom owe their ſhare in char noble 
Order to hus Majeſty,his Erother, Father or Grandfather. 
If is not unreaſonable to believe the King had not gone 
at firft, but vpon ſome Aeſſage ſent, and Letters received; 
to take care of his Perſon, toi Ll;at nothing leſs then the 
Crown was intended ; but being not out of his own 
Territories, and therefore no diſſertion, abdication or 
demiſe,as the Criticks of the conjunture we are under 
pretend, (for the King may be where he will in his own, 
Kingdom) we ſce while it was in his Choice to £0, he 
returned, and by as good as our adviſe too; fo that We 
cannot 1a truth fay his Diflertion is the caule; for it is 
pany the eff..Ct of our late extraordinary procee dings. 
f any ſhovld lay, He needed net have gone new, jr is a 
great miſtake, for a King ought to go, if he ca pnet ta 


a King in his own Kingdem, which Force refuſed to let 


him be: And to ſtay a Sabje# to another Authori 
been a meaner ferfeiture of hisRight,then can in en! ws 
charged upon his retirement : Wherefore his going 
muſt and will lie at their doors thar ſer him an how to be 
Lone out of bis own , Palace. Many are angry (and yet 
pleaſed) that he is gone for France ; but where my 
Lords, ſhould he go? Flanders dared net receive him 
Holland,you could not think he ſhould go to ; and Ireland 
you would have liked lefs ; and when we conſider how 
far a League with Fraxce has becn made the cauſe of his 
Misfortune (though to ihis day it i3 in the Clouds 
what other Prince bad the ſame obligation to receive 
2nd fuccor him : Therefore whatever arts are uſ-d to 
blacken his retreat, we canno. with :ny ſhew of 1eaſon 
Imagine that he c.vld think kimſ.1f ſafe with us, that 
had Exerciſed Severaigs power without him our Soveraigis 
Lord, and under the proteQtion of a Forraign Priace and 
his Army; though at the ſame time, we had Sworn Al- 
legiatice to bim, and that it was nitlawfof for ws to take up 
Arms againſt hm wuyuder any pretence whatever, 

My Lords, ifthis be nor virtually and in effe& to 
pull the Crown off his Head, and dethrone him vni- 
heard, I am tolearn my Alphabet again; This js ſhort 


be fafe jn kis awn Houſe: I leave it with your Lord- warning to give Kings; for us at leaft, my-Lords; that 
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"oi? of Loyalty and were brought to theſe Seats by the 


Nations think 
obility of this, if we come not toa jnſter tem- 


per ?, . God defend us and our Children after us fr.m 
the ill.con queſts of what has been done, and pre- 
veut the reſt. Had wg imbraced the happy providetice 


his. Majeſticy return, we might have improved-it, 
x nn Fo Ries eobeta- ould have bleſſed us : 

hen we had reformed ſafely, for by joyning Tizle to 
our ations, we had made them legal : © This we ſhould 
have had from his Majeſty, or a plain denial, which 
would in ſome meaſure have excuſed fo rare and unn- 
ſual an enterpriſe: Nor can Lcomprehend which way 
i its poſſible tg Guard the Princes honour, but by doing 
his Majeſty Kightz for your Lordſhips may pleaſe to 
remember, that in the Memorial of the States, that was 
Printed amongſt us, which they gave to all the publick 
Miniſters at .the Hague, to juſtifie their lending the 
Prince their Forces = wa this expedition,they do exprelly 
ſay, It was upon conaition not to dethrone the King, or alter 
the Succeſſion , and in my opinion, we are 1n the ligh 
way to bnth. 

My Lords, we are Proteſtant Chriſtians, as well as 
Peers of the Realm, and are now «pon our Religion and 
Conſcience, as Tell as Honour, to do right: Let us fo 
aft as we can anſwer it to Ged and Man, and not flum- 
ble at Straws and leap over Blocks: Errors cannot be cor- 
refted by committing greater ; nor one part of the Go- 
vernment be mended, by beating out another te do it. 
I nced not tell your Lordfhips, that by our Laws, Kings 
cannot err, and therefore they are not accountable, but 
their Miniſters are, without whom a King cannot per- 
form any a& of Government, which is the reaſon ofthe 


maxim; and therefore let them be puniſhed that the 


Law only makes guilty, This our wiſe Anceſtors con- 
trived to ſave the Head of the Government whole , and to 
prevent the confuſion and diſhonour that might other- 
Wiſe be apt to attend the Form of it, nor is 1t, indeed 
a thing that ought to he indured by us Peers, to ſuppoſe 
that he that raiſed us ſo high, could be for any reaſon 
thrown by us ſo low. ng 

My Lords, let us limit the King if you pleaſe, but 
not renounce Him; there is a difterence between rc- 
ſtraining and deſtroying Him. What need of ſuch ex- 
traordinary remedies, lince that which ſecures the Go- 
vernment under one Xing will do it under another. 
Popery it ſelf can never come in but over the Eridg of 
Dieſpotick or Abſolute power, and if we can ſecure our 
ſelves from that, we are as ſafe againſt Opinion as a- 
painſt Ambition z and till we are {» by an amendment, 
of our conſtitution, we are expoſed to the meer 
good nature of the Prince in Poſſeſſion who ever he be: 
And torender what I have ſaid to your Lordſhips not 
unreaſonable, and what I haveto move your Lordſhips 
to, in the cloſe of my Speech, not ungrateful; I be- 
ſceeh your Lordſhips that we may cait up our account, 
and ſce how onr loſs and gain ſtands, fo far as we have 

one in our late chanze. 

We have loſt a lawful Xing, and got an unlaw- 
ful Proteftor, as onr Law Rands ; we have milled 1 le- 
gal and a free Parliament, and have pot a Convention 
that cannot make Laws,nor call a Parliament that can, 
but what will necd a confirmation from a better Ayu- 

It). 
4 have Ioſt the reputation of keeping our faith with 
Hereticks,by breaking our ſolemn oathes with our Kg, 
in the time of his extreamity, becanſe we thought him 
ſach, though he gave us leave to lay down our Com- 


miffions, that we might not have the temptation-or ve« 
cafion to berray Him ; But we have got the reputation 
of good Proteltants by it, though 1 fear, not of ;gom 
Men, in that ſome of us have not only not ſhown | 
ſelves religiouſly concerned for our Religion, but in 
ſome reſpet,not horeſtly ; that keſides a"Theoſand per- 
ſonal immoralities,could preſs advance money from the 
King over night, to bear the charges of diſſerting. Him 
next day, againft our warm and repeated Vows, to take his 
fait, and dye athis Feet ? and that any of vs ſhould be 
Sainted for this treachery, and numbred among the He- | 
roes for our running away, cannot ſurely be the Lords | 
doing, let Dr Burnet ſay what he will, and yet it 6s very 
marvellous in ſome mens eyes for all thar. Theſe are the | 
Sparks, my Lords, that hunt the poor Kizgs Blood, | 
though we know they had hardly had any in their veins | 
but for his bounty, and yet are the favorites of the res | 
formation. For Chrift®s ſake,my Lords,let us not at this 
rate chriften Villany, aud rank Diſhoneſty among the Graces. | 
Popery it ſelf could net have done more, and it is cer- 
tain, we arc even With the Papiſis now to all inteats | 
and purpoſes. 

This is not all our loſs, we have rebelled againſt the: 
fifth Commandment alſo, Honowr thy Father ; aud though 
we have got that of leaving Father jor the jake of Religion, 
we could have but little Religion to do it in ſuckhy 
manner, to ſo affeQtionate a Fatker; nor did it leſſen t 
the error, to havea Church of Englana Apoſtle ts be 
Captain of her Life-Guard, in his Blew Coat, and Fack 
Boots,and an arrant temporal Sword in his Hand, to defend 
natural Afﬀetton ard paſſive Obedience, This was an odd 


ſort of compliance with our Saviours command, to _ 


put up his Sword, as ene of St Peters Succeſſors, My 
Lords, 1 muſt not ſtop here ; we thought we had been 
rid of Popiſh Souldiers, but find we have got as many, 
Papift: in our Dutch, as we had in our Engliſh Army: 
Now it 18 plain, that either all Papifs are not a like, 
and then the danger we have apprehended from Papifs, 
is not univerſal, as we have affirmed, but that they are © 
to be lived with, fince we are to be ſaved and guarded 
from the danger of Popery by them, or we havcill - 
lack to think we can be ſafe from that Religion by 
thoſe that are of it, becauſe they are Dutch Aden. My 
Lords, I am fory we can take ſuch pleaſure to ſee 
Strangers tread our Courts, pray God it does not fhow 
the way tv other Countries to take their turns. Bug ; 
that a Daurch Papift ſhould be ſo harmleſs a thing with 
us, that thought no Papift could be ſe, ſhows eur cons *' 
tradictions to a madneſs: I know not how well our Soxl- 
diers hike to give way to Datch-Men, that thought they 1 
had purchaſed a preferance to Strangers at a dear ratey | 
but it is the jufteſt thing in the World upon them, that 
the Prince fhould diftruſt thoſe to Guard him, that 
had betrayed their own Maſter that loved them to a. / 
fault; they may ſerve to he ſent for Holland, to be 
knockt on the head in the Datch-Mans quarrel, but ne-" 
ver to be truſted at home, though they have given v” 
their Quarters with their Xing to Forraigners, ſo thay - 
the proverb is true upoa them, they have hereby 
brought their Noble to Nine-pence ; yet to be juft, [ 
muſt confeſs it isa reproach due to their Officers, ane 
not all of them neither, and time may give thoſe the ops » 
portunity to retrieve the credit they have loft by othe/ ? 
Mens faults, 

We were alſo very apprehenſive of the ill conſe; 
quences of the diſpenſing Power, eſpecially in the caſe 
Sr Edward Hales, but it ſeems the common Council of Ls..- 
don are forbid to take the uſual Qathes, and yet requi- 
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which is an unqualified capacity. We Tales: has been chiefly owing to it : We have dri- 
Were in hopes we had loſt a rude Army, but we ffave ven him where we would not have him go, and do what 
Found a ruder ; Twenty places cry out of them, and we can to provoke that League we have been afraid of 
Kingfton certainly with great juſtice, that in two nights and made a great part of the reaſon of this ſtrange al- 
time was two hundred Pounds the worſe for them; teration in the Kingdom. Some tell us, ſy js too late, 
and for Cloſſeting we have got Queſtioning, that they but I cannot comprehend the good ſence of ſuch an 
that wont enter 1nto Aſſociations to prot T4 | 
of Orange, without one of our King,is to kave no im- People to agree ? after bloody Battels it has not beem 
Ployment, ſo that if the Prince ſhould take the Crown, I thought ſo, in all times and Nations ; and why it may 
am bound te defend him againſt my own King, and my not be without them, I never keard a good reaſon yet ? 
ſworn Allegiance, though he come in right of his Crown. If his going was unreaſonable, it has hurt him more 
PFelieve me, my Lords, it is the boldeſt bid that ever then us, fince we may thence hope for the better 
Men made; 1 ſee Forty One was a fool to Eighty Eight, terms; if it was not a fault togo, it will be a great 
and that we Chnrch of England Proteſtants ſhall cancel one in us, if we can have him home upon good terms, 
| all the merits of our Fathers, overthrow the ground and will not ; forif 1 may, with leave, ipeak it, his 
| and conſequence of their moſt examplary Leyaltyto King return is as much our conveniency as his Advantage. 
| -*Charles' the firft and ſecond, render their death, the The offeniive part of Him is gone, trat is to ſay, the 


death: of fools, trample their Memories and Blood under power of Pepery, and what remains is our great juterecſt 
| our Feet, ſubjeft our ſelves to the juſt reproach of the 


to keep & improve to our own benefit andſafty;l mean, 

Phanaticks, whoſe Principles and Practices we have out- my Lords, Hs andoubred Title and Kingſhip. And what- 

done,cven to that King, that we forced apon them, and ever ſome hot men ſay, that are more governed by 

by our example had brought them to live well withal. privateavarice and revenge, then the publick good of 

-** Godhelpus, this my Lords makes me ſay, that either theſe Kingdoms, I cannot but renew my motion t6 

we muſt turn from being Church of England men, or your Lordſhips, that we may ſend a Duke, an Earl, & 

ſteer an other courſe, for it is but too plain that Preſ= Viſconnt and a Barron, and two ſpiritual Lords "te invite 

+ bitery is leading us out of our antient way, and whether his Majeſty home, upon the conſtitution of the Govern= 

{ we believe it or no, our Church ſinks, and will more, ment. And my Lords, forgive me if I fay, that if 

for that is the intereſt that ſuits beft with a Datch hu- we can but get our Juries, Sheriffs, Fudges, Hhigh-Courts 

merry and conjuntton ; and be ſure, if we are ſo baſe to of __— and Parliaments ſetled as they ought to 

leave our King, God will be © juft as to leave us; and be ; the Army at leaſt reduced, the Xalitia better re- 

here, my Lords, I ſhall leave you, with this humble mo- gulated, and a due Liberty of Conſcience eſtabliſhed to all 

_ + Fjow, that we make an humble Addreſs to his Majeſty tore- Proteſtant Diſſenters, and ſo far to Papiſts only, 

zurn home to us, that we may a ſecurely, and not go as the Law againſt Conventicles does admit, we may yet 

out. of the good old way, which may intail miſery vp- be happy ; and upon theſe terms, my Lords, and no 0+ 

on us and our poſterity. I ſhould think we have had ther, will his Highneſs the Prince of Orange become 

enongh of ſending our Princes abroad, in that much of truly meritorious with the Engliſh Nation. " © 
the inconveniency we have lay under, ſince their Re- ths 
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the Prince objettion; Is it at any time tos late for a King and his 
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